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Did you know President George Washington 

never lived in the White House, more than 

70,000 bees buzz around the White House’s 

Kitchen Garden, or that there are 35 bathrooms 

in the building? Discover the extreme history of 

the White House.

Some say Lincoln’s 
ghost haunts the 

White House.

The White House's 

first  phone  

number was 1.

When John Adams lived in the White House, it had only six finished rooms!
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Just over 30 years after the end of the American Revolution, 
British forces were back in the United States waging war. 
The British troops had entered Washington, D.C. and were 
destroying the still-new capital city. As the British approached 
the White House, they learned President James Madison had 
already fled. Though disappointed, the soldiers raided the 
kitchen and stole what they could. Then, they set the White 
House on fire! 

The War of 1812 is often called the Second Revolution. The 
fighting lasted from June of 1812 until February of 1815.

The War of 1812 was fought over British military interference in U.S. trade.

The White House  
Is Burning!



5

By the end of the attack in 1814, only the burnt shell of the 
White House remained. But by October 1817, the rebuilt White 

House was ready for President James Monroe to move in.

FORGET ALL MY 
STUFF! PLEASE SAVE 

GEORGE!

HURRY, LET’S GET 
THIS PAINTING OUT 

OF HERE!

Heavy rain and one or more tornadoes 

dampened the fires and halted the 

British attack on Washington, D.C.

The White House has been known as the President’s 
Palace, the President’s House, and the Executive 
Mansion. President Theodore Roosevelt officially 
gave the White House its current name in 1901.

First Lady Dolley Madison left personal 

belongings behind during the British invasion 

and told the White House staff to save a 

portrait of George Washington instead. 
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When the U.S. Constitution called for a new national capital, 
Congress decided it would be built along the banks of the 
Potomac River on land that was originally part of Maryland 
and Virginia. But it was up to President George Washington 
to decide the details for the president’s house. Washington 
picked a location and held a competition for the building’s 
design. Architect James Hoban’s plan won.  

A 1793 sketch shows Hoban’s vision for the White House. 

THANK YOU, 
SIR! RIGHT 
AWAY, SIR!

I LIKE YOUR 
PLANS, MR. HOBAN. 
PLEASE START THE 

CONSTRUCTION.

President George Washington 
oversaw the building of the residence, 
but he never actually lived there.

Building a Capital City 
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Washington, D.C., is built along the riverbank. 

The U.S. Capitol

THAT’S FINE  
WITH ME, ABIGAIL. I 
DON’T LIKE CROWDS!

THE WHITE HOUSE 
IS SO EMPTY AND 

QUIET, JOHN!

President Adams wrote about the 

White House in a letter to his wife. 

He said, “May none but honest and 

wise men ever rule under this roof.”

The White House is only a 
couple of miles (about 4 km) 
from the U.S. Capitol Building.

Second President John Adams 
and First Lady Abigail Adams 
were the first to live in the 
White House. When they moved 
in, only six rooms were finished.




