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A three-toed sloth hangs from a tree with its belly 
pointed to the sky. It spends so much of its life 
hanging like this that its fur grows upside down 
and turns green from the algae that forms on it. 
Learn all about this awesome animal.

R
O

S
E

by Rachel Rose



[ Page intentionally left blank. ]



By Rachel Rose

Consultant: Darin Collins, DVM
Director, Animal Health Programs, Woodland Park Zoo  



Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Rose, Rachel, 1968- author.  

Title: Three-toed sloth / Rachel Rose.  

Description: Minneapolis, Minnesota : Bearport Publishing Company, [2021] | 

   Series: Library of awesome animals | Includes bibliographical references and index. 

Identifiers: LCCN 2020009802 (print) | LCCN 2020009803 (ebook) | 

   ISBN 9781647471484 (library binding) | ISBN 9781647471590 (paperback) | 

   ISBN 9781647471705 (ebook)  

Subjects: LCSH: Bradypodidae—Juvenile literature. 

Classification: LCC QL737.E22 R67 2021  (print) | LCC QL737.E22  (ebook) | 

   DDC 599.3/13—dc23 

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020009802

LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020009803

Copyright © 2021 Bearport Publishing Company. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be 
reproduced in whole or in part, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without written permission from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing, 5357 Penn Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55419.  
Printed in the United States of America.

Credits

cover, © Harry Collins Photography/Shutterstock; 3, © Damsea/Shutterstock; 4, 5, © Damocean/iStock;  
6, © Penty Photography/Shutterstock; 7, © Urs Hauenstein/Shutterstock; 8, © Carlos Grillo/Shutterstock;  
9, © Martijn Smeets/Shutterstock; 11, © lathuric/iStock; 12, © Urs Hauenstein/Shutterstock; 13, © RobsonAbbott/
iStock; 15, © Charles H. Jones PhD/Shutterstock; 16, © Aedka Studio/Shutterstock, 16, © irin-k/Shutterstock;  
16, © nechaevkon/Shutterstock; 17, © Nature Picture Library/Alamy Stock Photo; 18, © MarcusVDT/Shutterstock; 
19, © Damsea/Shutterstock; 21, © Bildagentur Zoonar GmbH/Shutterstock; 23, © Damsea/Shutterstock 

President: Jen Jenson
Director of Product Development: Spencer Brinker
Editor: Allison Juda
Designer: Micah Edel



Awesome Three-Toed Sloths! . . . . . . . . . . . .           4
Hanging Out. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          6
A Swimming Sloth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     8
Slowpoke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            10
You Are What You Eat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  12
Tree Mates. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           14
Furry Friends . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         16
Watch Out, Sloth! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    18
Cool Tricks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           20

Information Station. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                22
Glossary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                          23
Index. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                             24
Read More. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        24
Learn More Online. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 24
About the Author. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  24

Contents



AWESOME

Three-Toed
Sloths!

GRIN! A sloth smiles 
as it hangs from a 
branch high up in the 
trees. Slow, strong, 
and cute, three-toed 
sloths are awesome!



Sloths look 
like they are 
always smiling 
because of the 
coloring of 
the fur around 
their mouths.

Sloths!



Three-toed sloths are found in the 
tropical rain forests of Central and 
South America. They spend most of 
their time hanging upside down in 
trees. Three strong, sharp claws at 
the end of each foot help them grip. 
Sloths can hang from 
branches even 
while they sleep.

Hanging Out

A claw



A three-toed sloth’s 
claws are about 4 inches 
(10 cm) long. 
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