byi Dee Phillips




[ Intentionally Left Blank ]



The Wlﬂ'ﬂl@@
TLZ;\WQ

by Dee Phillips

illustrated by Timo Grubing

IIIIIIIIII

New York, New York



Credits
Cover, © leoks/Shutterstock, © Benny Thaibert/Shutterstock, and © biosdi/
Shutterstock.

Publisher: Kenn Goin
Editor: Jessica Rudolph
Creative Director: Spencer Brinker

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data in process at time of publication (2017)
Library of Congress Control Number: 2016020325
ISBN-13: 978-1-944102302

Copyright © 2017 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights
reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced in whole

or in part, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted in any

form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording, or otherwise, without written permission from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc.,
45 West 21st Street, Suite 3B, New York, New York 10010.
Printed in the United States of America.

10987654321



Contens 1

" CHAPTER | _
Castle Prahova

CHAPTER 3
The Prisoner

CHAPTER 4

Vampire Hunters

WHAT DO YOUTHINK? . .. ...... 30
GLOSSARY

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR




Caéﬂe Praf;bva

Jack pressed his face to the car window. Mile after mile of
dark forest flashed by. He checked the clock on the dashboard.
Two hours had passed since they'd left the airport, and now
the sun was going down.

“How much longer, Dad?” Jack asked.

Dad caught Jack’s eye in the rearview mirror. "About thirty
minutes,” he said.

Jack was excited. Soon they would be at Castle Prahova.
He gave his twin brother, Dylan, a nudge with his elbow.
Dylan, who was clozing after their long journey from the
United States, slowly opened his e'yes.l

“I can't believe your sister is getting married in Romania—
in a castle!” said the boys’ mom.

In less than twenty-four hours, the twins’ older sister, Penny,
would marry her Romanian fiancé, Razva. The wedding was
taking place in a mountaintop castle a few miles from the tiny
village where Razva had grown up. Everyone was cager to see

Penny and to meet Razva for the first time.



“Here,” said Mom to the boys. She passed them a brochure.
Thls is all about the castle and its hlstory

Jack slowly turned the pages, which showed photos of _Weddings

and other parties that had been held in the old castle. Then the

heading on one of the pages jumped out at him:

The Vampire of Castle Prahova



“Listen to this,” said Jack, reading from the brochure.
“More than five hundred years ago, the castle was home
to a Romanian prince. The prince had a beautiful daughter
with long black hair and pale skin. The people of the village
became suspicious of the young woman because she never left
the castle except to walk in the forest at night.”

Jack continued. “Then, one morning, a group of villagers
made a gfuesome discovery on the edge of the forest. They
found the body of a young shepherd. Every drop of blood had
been drained from the boy’s corpse!”

“Eeww!” said Dylan.

“The villagers were convinced the prince’s daughter was
responsible for the shephérd’s death,” Jack read. “They believed
she was a vampire and wanted to kill her. To protect his
daughter from the villagers, the prince locked her up in a
secret room in the castle.”

“Cool,” said Dylan, enjoying the tale. “What happened
in the end?”

Jack read the last passage. “After the prince died, no one
ever found his daughter. It is said that to this day, the vampire

remains imprisoned somewhere in the castle.”

“Hey, guys,” said Dad. “Look up ahead.”




Jack and Dylan gasped. The road had

gradually grown steeper and now the car

was climbing toward a tall cliff. Perched

on top, as if it had grown out of the

rock, was Castle Prahova.
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When twin brothers ]ack and Dylan travel
with their family to a castle in Romania, the
l;oys discover an old legend about a vampire.
The boys’ curiosity turns to horror when
they find the vampire in the castle’s dungeon!
Will Jack and Dylan be able to escape from
the bloodsucking beast?
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Doomed on Death Row Terror in the Underground Tunnel
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