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Te Audltibn

All her life, everyone who fourteen-year-old Nina Holbrook
knew told her she had a beautiful singing voice. Nina had gotten
the lead in every school musical—and dreamed of singing on
Broadway one day.

More than anything, Nina loved old songs. She even
dressed in vintage clothes when she sang her favorite oldies.
Today, Nina hoped to take a big step on the road to achieving
her dream. She was about to audition for the hottest TV
talent show on the air—Singing Superstar!

On this gray Saturday afternoon, Nina sat in the front
seat of her mother’s car on her way to the audition.

“You're going to knock ‘em dead, as usual, honey,” her
mother said as they made their way through the city streets.

“This is different, Mom,” Nina replied. “It’s one thing to be
the best singer in my school. But all the people who are going

to be at this audition are the best in their schools, too.”



Nina glanced out the window at the bfight, .blinking
rﬁarquee of the Grand Theater. As they approached, Nina
saw a long line of people stretching down the Biock

“Oh, man,” Nina said. “It looks like everyone in the city
is here to audition. Let me out here, Mom.”

“Good luck, honey—and don't worry,” her mother said as Nina

climbed out of the car. “Call me when you’re done, all right?”




Nina joined the long line of hopeful singers. She was so
far back she could hardly even see the theater. A group of
teenage girls stood right in front of her on line. One of the
girls dressed in rainbow-colored pants and a sequined shirt,
scowled. She looked at Nina’s outfit—a vintage 1940s dress—
and shook her head.

“What are you dressed up for?” asked the girl. “Halloween
is still months away.”

“T like vintage clothes,” Nina said, smiling. Kids had made
fun of her for her offbeat taste before. She was kind of used
to it. “So what song are you going to audition with?”

“I've practiced a rock song and a rap number,” the girl
said. “I'll decide last minute once I get a look at the judges.
What about you?”

“I'm going to do a song from the 1930s called TWiIigbt,”
Nina said proudly.

“What century are you from?” another girl asked. “They
dont pick a winner based on the song the fewest people have
heard of, you know.”

Nina couldnt wait to get away from these mean girls.

When she reached the front of the line, she got a close look



at the beautiful theater, all lit up. Her excitement started to
“build. Then, once inside, it was crushed.
“I'm sorry, miss, said the woman in charge of the line.

“We've reached the maximum number of singers for this

year’s contest. You 1l have to try again next year.”
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Nina had just missed her one chance to be on

the hottest TV talent show around——Singing
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Superstar! But then fate intervened and provided

another stage for her to show off her talent, a
stage far from the TV cameras. Some say that
fame comes at a price. Nina was about to find

out just how high that price can be!
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