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One night in February 2010, more than 50 American soldiers  

were asleep inside a military base in Afghanistan. Unknown 

to the soldiers, a suicide bomber was quietly approaching 

the building. Luckily, the enemy did not go unnoticed. Three 

dogs on the base spotted the bomber. First Sasha began to 

bark loudly. Then Target and Rufus jumped on the enemy and 

bit him, making it impossible for the bomber to set off his 

explosives inside the building. The brave canines had stopped 

an attack that could have killed many soldiers.

Look inside to learn more about Sasha, Target, and Rufus, as 

well as other dogs that help keep American soldiers safe. From 

sniffing out bombs to guarding troops, these heroic animals 

help out in ways that no humans ever could.

Dolphins  
in the Navy 

Sea Lions  
in the Navy

Horses, Donkeys,  
and Mules in the Marines

War Dogs



[Intentionally Left Blank]



by Meish Goldish

Consultant: Ron Aiello 
President of the United States War Dogs Association 

Marine Scout Dog Handler



Credits
Cover and Title Page, © Nick Morris/Southcreek Global/ZUMA Press/Newscom and © USAF/Staff Sgt. Suzanne 
Day/Reuters/Newscom; 4, © Johnny Crawford/Atlanta Journal‑Constitution/MCT/Newscom; 5, © Johnny 
Crawford/Atlanta Journal‑Constitution/MCT/Newscom; 6, © The Frank S. Errigo Archive/Getty Images; 7, © AP 
Photo; 8L, © Bob Owen/San Antonio Express‑News/Newscom; 8R, © U.S. Air Force/Senior Airman Christopher 
Griffin; 9TL, © MaleWitch/Shutterstock; 9TR, © Johan De Meester/ArTerra Picture Library AGE Fotostock; 9BL, 

© PK‑Photos/iStockphoto; 9BR, © P. Wegner/ARCO/AGE Fotostock; 9C, © Animals Animals/SuperStock; 10L, 

© U.S. Air Force/Senior Airman Staci Miller; 10R, © U.S. Air Force/Master Sgt. Mitch Gettle; 11L, © U.S. Navy/
Photographer’s Mate Airman Ian W. Anderson; 11R, © U.S. Air Force/Senior Airman Kenny Holston; 12, © U.S. 
Army/Master Sgt. Lek Mateo; 13, © U.S. Army/Master Sgt. Lek Mateo; 14, © U.S. Air Force/Mr. Kevin Hubbard; 
15, © Reuters/K9 Storm Inc./Newscom; 16, © U.S. Air Force/Carl Bergquist; 17, © U.S. Air Force/Tech. Sgt. 
Johnny L. Saldivar; 18 © Michael Zamora/SHNS/Caller‑Times/Newcom; 19, © U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. 
Bennie J. Davis III; 20, © U.S. Air Force/Staff Sgt. Dilia Ayala; 21, © Romeo Gacad/AFP/Getty Images/Newscom; 
22TL, © William Munoz; 22TR, © Okapia/Hund/Kramer/Photo Researchers, Inc.; 22BL, © AP Photo/The Lowell 
Sun/Julia Malakie; 22BR, © Tannen Maury/EPA/Landov. 

Publisher: Kenn Goin 
Editorial Director: Adam Siegel 
Creative Director: Spencer Brinker 
Design: Debrah Kaiser 
Photo Researcher: Picture Perfect Professionals, LLC

Library of Congress Cataloging‑in‑Publication Data

Goldish, Meish. 
  War dogs / by Meish Goldish ; consultant, Ron Aiello. 
       p. cm. —  (America’s animal soldiers) 
  Includes bibliographical references and index. 
  ISBN‑13: 978‑1‑61772‑452‑7 (library binding) 
  ISBN‑10: 1‑61772‑452‑1 (library binding) 
 1.  Dogs—War use—United States—Juvenile literature. 2.  Rescue dogs—United States—
Juvenile literature. 3.  Dogs—Training—Juvenile literature.  I. Aiello, Ron. II. Title.  
  UH100.G65 2012 
  355.4’24—dc23 
                                                            2011037639

Copyright © 2012 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this 
publication may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted 
in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, 
without written permission from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 45 West 21st Street, Suite 3B, 
New York, New York 10010. Printed in the United States of America in North Mankato, Minnesota.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 



contents
Three Heroes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4

A Proud Past . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6

The Best Breeds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8

Survival Skills . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10

A Trusty Team . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12

Dressed for Success . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  14

A Close Call . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16

A Painful Loss . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18

The Future for War Dogs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20

More About Dogs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22

Glossary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23

Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24

Bibliography . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24

Read More . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24

Learn More Online . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24

About the Author . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24



three Heroes
One night in February 2010, more than 50 American 

soldiers were asleep inside a military base in Afghanistan. 
Unknown to the soldiers, a suicide bomber was quietly 
approaching the building where the soldiers slept. Wearing 
25 pounds (11 kg) of explosives, he tried to sneak inside. 
Luckily, the enemy did not go unnoticed. Three dogs on the 
base spotted the bomber. First Sasha began to bark loudly. 
Then Target and Rufus jumped on the enemy and bit him.

Rufus (left) and Target (right)
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Unable to enter the building, the bomber set off 
his explosives by the door. The powerful blast injured 
five American soldiers—but all of them recovered from 
their wounds. The three brave dogs were praised as 
heroes. They had stopped an attack that could have 
killed many soldiers.

The blast from the bomb wounded 
Sasha, Target, and Rufus. Unfortunately, 
Sasha was hurt so badly that she was 
unable to recover and had to be put to 
sleep. Target and Rufus survived  
their injuries. 

Sergeant Christopher Duke, 
one of the soldiers saved 
by the three dogs, was 
reunited with Rufus back 
in the United States.
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A Proud Past
Dogs like Sasha, Target, and Rufus have aided the 

U.S. military for more than 150 years. In the Civil War 
(1861–1865) and World War I (1914–1918), some soldiers 
brought their own dogs with them. Many of the canines 
served merely as companions. Others were used to 
deliver messages on the battlefield or to guard troops.

Dogs that serve in the 
U.S. Armed Forces are 
officially known as military 
working dogs, or MWDs.

Like soldiers, war dogs 

sometimes wear masks 

to protect them from 

breathing poisonous gas.
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The United States officially began to use war dogs 
in World War II (1939–1945). At first the animals only 
patrolled American coastlines to warn of possible 
enemy attacks. Later, war dogs were sent overseas. They 
guarded soldiers, weapons, vehicles, and buildings. They 
also were trained to attack enemy fighters on command.

During the Vietnam War (1957–1975), dogs used their sharp senses 
of smell and hearing to find enemies hiding in the thick jungle.
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