
B
L

A
K

E
 S

H
E

LT
O

N
G

ig
lio

tti

by Jim Gigliotti

Blake Shelton is a country music 
superstar. So how did this incredible 
talent rise to the top? Look inside to 
learn how an Oklahoma boy became  

a country music icon.
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A Great Start
In May 2001, Blake Shelton stepped 
onstage at the Grand Ole Opry in 
Nashville, Tennessee. At the time, Blake 
was an unknown. He sang a heartfelt 
ballad called “Austin.” Claps and 
cheers rang out in the concert hall. The 
crowd loved it! Blake was on his way to 
becoming a huge  
country star.

The Grand Ole Opry 
opened in 1925. It’s a 
place where country 
musicians perform.
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Blake Shelton 
with his guitar 
in 2001

“Austin” was  
Blake’s first single. 
For five weeks, it 

was the number one 
song on Billboard 

magazine’s country 
music chart.
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Outdoor Living
Blake Tollison Shelton was born in Ada, 
Oklahoma, on June 18, 1976. Blake’s dad  
sold used cars for a living. His mom ran 
a beauty salon. Blake and his brother 
and sister spent a lot of time outdoors. 
“I didn’t grow up playing video games,” 
he says. Instead, he 
caught minnows in 
the creek. Blake loved 
life in the country. 

Blake at 
age four
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Blake enjoyed 
exploring lakes like 
this one in Oklahoma.

When Blake was 
14, tragedy struck. 
His brother, Richie, 
was killed in a car 

accident.
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Read More
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