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A painted turtle warms its body on 
a rock. It was once a tiny embryo in 
an egg. So how did it develop? Look 
inside to discover how an embryo 
grows into a hatchling and then into 
an adult turtle!
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Turtle
The sun shines on a pond.

A painted turtle warms 
its body on a rock.

It has a hard, bony shell 
and colorful stripes.
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Turtles, like snakes 
and lizards, are 

reptiles.

How did it get that way?
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It’s springtime.

A male painted turtle waves 
his claws at a female.

He swims up to the female.
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Male painted turtles have 
longer claws than females. 

male 
claw

female 
claw

Then the turtles dive 
underwater and mate.

After mating, eggs grow 
inside the female’s body. 
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