. VALLEY OF THE

1

'-fp v A Glant ! Wi
N “ Gemete Vi

£
- 'y
BEA 4

et §
@ =] x L

£
*

_f..‘




[ Intentionally Left Blank ]



~— VALLEY OF THE s

by Ruth Owen

Consultant: Dr. Angela McDonald
Subject Specialist and University Teacher—Archaeology, Classics, and Egyptology
Centre for Open Studies, University of Glasgow, Scotland, UK

BEARPORT

PUBLISHING

New York, New York



Credits

Cover and Title Page, © Danita Delimont/Alamy and © Jason Smalley/Alamy; 4, © Marc Deville/Getty
Images; 5T, © Marc Deville/Getty Images; 5B, © Jim Barber/Shutterstock and © Barry Iverson/Alamy;

6, © Danita Delimont/Alamy; 7, © Marc Deville/Getty Images; 8, © Reuters/Alamy; 9L, © Danita Delimont/
Alamy; 9RT, © Charlene Bayerle/Shutterstock; 9RB, © Thun Taworn/Shutterstock; 10, © De Agostini/
Getty Images; 11, © Danita Delimont/Alamy; 12, © De Agostini/Getty Images; 13, © Danita Delimont/
Alamy; 14, © Olga Vasilyeva/Shutterstock, © Iryna Denysova/Shutterstock, © Pakhnyushchy/Shutterstock,
and © Vadarshop/Shutterstock; 15, © National Geographic/Alamy; 16-17, © De Agostini/Getty Images;
18, © Danita Delimont/Alamy; 19, © Danita Delimont/Alamy; 20, © Danita Delimont/Alamy; 21, © Danita
Delimont/Alamy; 22, © Danita Delimont/Alamy; 23, © Danita Delimont/Alamy; 24, © Danita Delimont/
Alamy; 25L, © De Agostini/Getty Images; 25R, © De Agostini/Getty Images; 26, © Danita Delimont/Alamy;
27, © epa european pressphoto agency b.v. /Alamy; 28, © Barry Ilverson/Alamy; 29T, © Juriah Mosin/
Shutterstock; 29B, © Marc Deville/Getty Images; 31, © Anton_lvanov/Shutterstock.

Publisher: Kenn Goin

Senior Editor: Joyce Tavolacci

Creative Director: Spencer Brinker

Photo Researcher: Ruby Tuesday Books Ltd

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Owen, Ruth, 1967- author.

Title: Valley of the golden mummies : a giant cemetery / by Ruth Owen.

Other titles: Egypt’s ancient secrets.

Description: New York, New York : Bearport Publishing Company, 2017. |
Series: Egypt’s ancient secrets | Includes bibliographical references and
index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2016052126 (print) | LCCN 2016054952 (ebook) | ISBN
9781684020249 (library) | ISBN 9781684020768 (ebook)

Subjects: LCSH: Bahariya Oasis (Egypt)—Antiquities—Juvenile literature. |
Excavations (Archaeology)—Egypt—Bahariya Oasis—Juvenile literature. |
Mummies—Egypt—Bahariya Oasis—Juvenile literature. |
Mummies—Egypt—Juvenile literature. | Hawass, Zahi A.—Juvenile
literature.

Classification: LCC DT73.B33 094 2017 (print) | LCC DT73.B33 (ebook) | DDC
932/.2—dc23

LC record available at https:/Iccn.loc.gov/2016052126

Copyright © 2017 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of
this publication may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in any retrieval system,
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording, or otherwise, without written permission from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 45 West 21st
Street, Suite 3B, New York, New York 10010. Printed in the United States of America.

10987654321



u

R 4
AlL

\If

— N

Contents

Eyes in the Sand

A Desert Cemetery

Excavating the Corpses

The Golden Mummies

Making a Mummy

The People of the Oasis

Together for Eternity

IR ORIVIT SRR b 0 e o T 18
A Mummy Goes to Cairo

The Child Mummies

The Ancient Curse

Egypt’s Ancient Secrets
Glossary

Bibliography

Read More

AN

AN



Eyes 1n the Sand

It was March 2, 1996. Archaeologist Zahi Hawass was

excavating a skeleton in the Egyptian desert. Suddenly,

two coworkers interrupted him. “We have found beautiful
mummies,” they said. At first, Hawass thought the
men were joking. However, as they began describing

the discovery, Hawass put down his tools and listened

carefully.

\.

A human skeleton
buried in sand

Zahi Hawass (center) at work in the Egyptian desert




According to the workers, a local man named Abdul

Maugoud had been riding his donkey in a desert valley near

the Bahariya Oasis. All of a sudden, the animal stumbled

into a hole. When Abdul looked down, he saw a shiny yellow
face with lifelike eyes staring back at him. He had found an

ancient Egyptian tomb containing a golden mummy!

/ ; Abdul Maugoud, who
discovered the gold-
covered mummy,
with his donkey

An oasis is a place where :
underground water rises to the A

. surface. The water allows trees
and other plants to grow in a
hot, dry desert. People often

~+ build villages around an oasis.



A Desert Cemetery

Hawass and his team rushed to investigate the
discovery near the oasis. They soon confirmed that a huge
ancient Egyptian cemetery was located there. Many tombs

had been cut into the desert rock. Then, over the centuries,

they had filled with sand and disappeared from view.

Hawass estimated
: that the cemetery
“ % | was the size of about
| 2,000 football fields!

% A modern-day farm
e at the Bahariya Oasis

‘ I_Z.
Bahariya Oasis
and cemetery

The Bahariya Oasis is about 260 miles
(418 km) from Cairo, Egypt’s capital city.




In 1999, Hawass and his team began excavating the

first tomb they had found. As the archaeologists dug down

into the sand, they found eight steps leading to a small

room. Beyond this room, the team unearthed two burial

- | chambers—both packed with mummies!
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