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Built for Eternity
The year is 2570 B.c. It’s early morning on a rocky desert
plain in Egypt. As the sun rises, thousands of workers
hurry toward a giant, half-completed pyramid that looms

in the sky like a mountain. Soon, teams of men are pulling

on ropes to haul huge blocks of stone toward the pyramid.

The men are chanting as they work.




Other workers can be seen high on the pyramid’s

sloping sides. Against the huge structure, they look like

tiny ants. These men are the skilled stonemasons who

precisely guide each giant block of stone into position.

Under the hot desert sun, the grueling construction work

will continue hour after hour until sunset.

One day, years from now, the enormous structure will

. finally be finished. Then the Great Pyramid will tower
{\ji/er the desert for all eternity.

Experts think it took workers up to
20 years to build the Great Pyramid—
from around the years 2580 to 2560 B.c. | d
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A Giant Pyramid
The Great Pyramid of Giza is one of the largest
human-made structures on earth. Built from about
2.3 million blocks of limestone, the pyramid’s base covers
an area the size of ten football fields! When the pyramid
was first built, it stood 481 feet (147 m) tall—the height of

a 40-story building. At some time in its past, however,

the tip of the pyramid was removed. Now it's
455 feet (139 m) tall.
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Egypt’s capital city of Cairo.

Arctic Oceal

NORTH EUR

AMERICA
Atlantic

Pacific ~ Ocean  AFRICA I;acific
Ocean g cean %
SOUTH g""a"
N AMERICA céan  AyYSTRALIA

Southern Ocean




N[/ \\[¥/
W7 /8

Today, around 4,500 years after it was built, the Great

Pyramid is battered by time, but it still stands. So how were

~ the ancient Egyptians able to build this huge structure without

The Great Pyramid is gigantic. Each of its

four sides is 756 feet (230 m) long—the

length of two football fields. Some of the

blocks of stone that were used to build

the pyramid weigh 1 ton (0.9 metric ton).
. Others weigh up to 50 tons (45 metric
- tons)—as much as a truck!

The Great Pyramid’s four sides
perfectly face north, east, south,
and west. Egyptologists think that
ancient astronomers used the
stars to pinpoint the four directions
and position the pyramid.
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