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Recruit Ian Fisher hides behind some bushes—out of sight from the enemy.

The recruits in the platoon quietly moved uphill, hiding 

behind bushes along the way. When they came to an enemy 

village, they heard machine-gun blasts inside a building. The 

men rushed toward the structure to search for the shooters. 

As more shots rang out, 18 members of the platoon fell to the 

ground. Had they been killed?
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Ian and members of his 
platoon after hearing the 
machine-gun blasts

Luckily, no one actually died because the attack wasn’t 

real. It was an army training exercise. Yet for recruits such as Ian 

Fisher, the exercise showed that it takes skill and hard work to 

succeed as a soldier in the U.S. Army.

The army is the branch of 

the armed forces that is 

trained to fight on land.
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Ian (right) and some other 
newly enlisted recruits

When Ian turned 17 years old in 2006, he announced to 

his family that he wanted to become a solider. At that time, 

the United States had already been at war with Iraq, a country 

in the Middle East, for a few years. Ian was eager to help out. 

“I love my country and want to fight for it,” he said. So like 

thousands of other patriotic young men and women, Ian 

enlisted in the U.S. Army after finishing high school. 
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Ian Fisher closes his eyes Ian Fisher closes his eyes 
as he gets a typical army as he gets a typical army 
haircut—a shaved head.

The U.S. Army has five The U.S. Army has five 
locations where recruits can 
do their basic training: Fort do their basic training: Fort 
Benning in Georgia, Fort 
Jackson in South Carolina, Jackson in South Carolina, 
Fort Knox in Kentucky, Fort 
Leonard Wood in Missouri, 
and Fort Sill in Oklahoma.and Fort Sill in Oklahoma.

Soon after, Ian was sent to Fort Benning, an army base in 

Georgia, for basic combat training, also known as BCT. This is a 

grueling nine‑week program that all army recruits go through 

to learn combat skills as well as army history and values. It’s 

during this time that civilians such as Ian become soldiers. 

Before their basic training begins, 
army recruits spend a week in 
orientation. During this time, they 
receive their uniforms and equipment. male 
recruits get very short haircuts or shave their 
heads, while females must make sure their hair 
is not longer than the collars of their uniforms.

U.S. Army Basic U.S. Army Basic ccombat Training Locationsombat Training Locations
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Meish Goldish has written more than 200 books for children. 
He lives in Brooklyn, New York.
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AIR FORCE: ivilian to Airman

ARMY: Civilian to Soldier

ivilian to Guardian

MARINE CORP Marine

NAVY: ivilian to Sailor

The young army recruits quietly moved uphill. When 

they reached an enemy village, they suddenly heard 

machine-gun blasts coming from one of the buildings. 

As they rushed toward it searching for the enemy, more 

shots rang out. Some of the men fell to the ground. Had 

they been wounded?

Luckily, no one was actually hurt. The shoot-out wasn’t 

a real enemy attack—it was an army training exercise. 

Look inside to learn more about what it takes for civilians 

to become soldiers in the U.S. Army.
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ARMY: Civilian to Soldier

COAST GUARD: Civilian to Guardian

MARINE CORPS: Civilian to Marine

NAVY: Civilian to Sailor


