


[ Intentionally Left Blank ]



T L-Li ’}0-
SIAY- fﬁg 4

A

by Ruth Owen

Consultant:

Suzy Gazlay, MA

Recipient, Presidential Award for Excellence in Science Teaching

Q.\’\’T T\’e&l(\j 8o, Ks



Published in 2014 by Ruby Tuesday Books Ltd.
Copyright © 2014 Ruby Tuesday Books Ltd.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may

be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in any retrieval system,

or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without written permission from
the publisher.

Editor: Mark J. Sachner
Designer: Emma Randall
Production: John Lingham

Photo Credits:

Alamy: 12-13, 20-21; Diomedia: 25; FLPA: 4 (bottom), 5 (bottom), 8-9,
16—17; Science Photo Library: 4 (top); Shutterstock: Cover, 5 (top), 6—7, 9
(center), 1011, 1415, 17 (top), 18-19, 22-23, 26-27, 28-29, 31; Wikipedia
Creative Commons: 23 (top), 23 (center), 23 (bottom).

Library of Congress Control Number: 2013920133

ISBN 978-1-909673-67-0

Printed and published in the United States of America

For further information including rights and permissions requests, please
contact our Customer Service Department at 877-337-8577.




Dung Beetles ... 6

Growing Up in POOP.....couveerrrnerecccecrenee 8
A Hippo’s Horrible Habit .............ccceeveeuennnnnee. 10
Saying It with DuNg ......cccceeueuvvineneeeecenineene 12
Komodo Dragons..........cceceeveeueerenenenencrccuennenene 14
A Dragon’s Feast........cccvvvevnnnnnnenennneeeenen 16
Turkey VUltUres.......coceeueeeeecceeeeeeeenee 18
Please Pass the Napkins!........ccccccoeveerrneneence. 20
Bot Flies, Beyond Gross!.......cccccoevrunrunruenennee 22
Stomach Invader........ccoveennnnnenceeenneenee 24
DUSE MItes ... 26
Dinner for Dust Mites .......ccccceervnererercereenenenes 28
GlOSSANY .ottt aeeeaene 30
INAEX .. 32
Read MOre......eeeecceneeeceeeeaees 32




The lives and habits of some animals can
seem horrible to us humans.

There’s the bot fly, for example.When it’s a
larva, or maggot, it lives inside another animal.
Bot fly larvae have even been found living in
animals’ brains!

Bot fly larva

Then there’s the Komodo
dragon.This giant lizard
catches its food using a
deadly bite, killer drool,
and lots of patience.




Dung beetle

And try to imagine living in poop
and eating it. If you were a dung
beetle, that’s what you'd be doing
right now.

So get ready to see some
horrible animal habits in
action.You'’re going to be
horrified.You're going to be
grossed out. But most of all,
you will be truly amazed! 5




beeties

Dung beetles are insects that feed on dung.
Cow dung, elephant dung—it’s all food to
a dung beetle.
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A heap of elephant dung
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Fresh dung contains lots of liquid. It’s this smelly
poop soup that adult dung beetles eat.

Some types of dung beetles are known as rollers.
These beetles roll the dung they find into balls.
Roller dung beetles roll their dung balls away
from a dung heap.Then they bury them in the
ground to feed on later.
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bot flies 4,22-23,
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dung (poop) 5,67,
8-9,10,12-13,24

dung beetles 5,67,
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dust mites 26-27,
28-29
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skin 28
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To learn more about horrible animal habits, go to
www.rubytuesdaybooks.com/horriblehabits
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What creature feeds on flakes of old, dead human
skin? Which insect spends part of its life inside the
body of another animal? And just what do male
hippos use their dung for?! Be prepared to be grossed
out and amazed by a world of horrible animal habits!

m FACT!
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