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The lives and habits of some animals can 
seem horrible to us humans. 

There’s the bot fly, for example. When it’s a 
larva, or maggot, it lives inside another animal. 
Bot fly larvae have even been found living in 
animals’ brains!

Then there’s the Komodo 
dragon. This giant lizard 
catches its food using a 
deadly bite, killer drool, 
and lots of patience.

 It’s Going to Get Horrible! 

Bot fly larva
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And try to imagine living in poop 
and eating it. If you were a dung 
beetle, that’s what you’d be doing 
right now.

So get ready to see some 
horrible animal habits in 
action. You’re going to be 
horrified. You’re going to be 
grossed out. But most of all, 
you will be truly amazed! 

It’s A 
FACt!

Dinner is serveD!

Dung beetle
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Dung beetles are insects that feed on dung. 
Cow dung, elephant dung—it’s all food to 
a dung beetle. 

Dung Beetles

Fresh dung contains lots of liquid. It’s this smelly 
poop soup that adult dung beetles eat.

Some types of dung beetles are known as rollers. 
These beetles roll the dung they find into balls. 
Roller dung beetles roll their dung balls away 
from a dung heap. Then they bury them in the 
ground to feed on later.
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A heap of elephant dung



Number of types 

of dung beetles:

over 6,000

7

A roller dung beetle rolling a dung ball
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