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Imagine a bloody battlefield. Thousands of 
warriors are fighting.

Arrows fly through the air. Sharp spears pierce 
through armor. The deadly blades of the warriors’ 
swords can slice off an opponent’s arm or head 
with a single blow. 

The soldiers are highly skilled. They are brutal 
and brave, and each man will fight to the death. 
The warriors are the most fearsome fighters  
the world has ever known.

A Battle to the Death
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They are samurai .
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Samurai were highly trained soldiers who 
came from Japan. 

Around 1,200 years ago, there were many powerful, 
wealthy men in Japan. These men were known as 
daimyos. They owned land and castles. One daimyo 
became the shogun. He led the country alongside 
the emperor. The emperor was actually the head of 
Japan, but he had no real power. It was the shogun 
and daimyos who truly controlled the country .

The daimyos were often at war. They fought each 
other to win power and more land. 

Each daimyo built up an army  
of samurai to fight for him. 

From AD 1000 to 1600, 
these armies fought 

many battles. 

The Warriors of Japan
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A painting of a 
Japanese daimyo
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This is Himeji Castle in Japan. Parts of it are nearly 700 years old. 

The castle was owned by many different daimyos over the centuries.

From 1600 onward, the daimyos tried to live in peace. 
Samurai had less fighting to do. Instead, they helped 
the daimyos run the country. There were samurai in 
Japan until the late 1800s.
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