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Millions of miles from Earth, a giant, burning
ball of light shines in the blackness of space.

Here on Earth, we see its light and feel
its heat.

Without its light and heat, our world would
be dark and freezing cold.

No life on our home planet could survive.

The huge, shining ball is the Sun, and it
makes life on Earth possible!

You should never look directly at the Sun
because it will badly damage your eyes.
Scientists take photos of the Sun, like the ones
in this book, using special equipment. Then
everyone can safely look at the amazing photos.







The Sun is at the center of a large family
of space objects.

All these objects are orbiting, or circling,
around the Sun.

There are eight planets orbiting the Sun.

The planets are called Mercury,Venus,
our home planet Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn,
Uranus, and Neptune.

lcy comets and rocky asteroids are also
circling around the Sun.

Together, the Sun, the planets, and other
space objects are called the solar system.

Asteroids are huge
space rocks. Most of

the asteroids orbiting
the Sun are in a ring
called the asteroid belt.




The Solar System

The Sun is at the center of the solar system. |

Uranus |

Asteroid belt |
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The solar system is home to small

planets, called dwarf planets.
Pluto is a dwarf planet.
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In the darkness of space, a star shines brightly. This gigantic ball of burning
gases is surrounded by planets, moons, asteroids, and comets.Without this
star, our home planet, Earth, would be a cold, dark, and lifeless world.

Welcome to the Sun!
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