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It’s a cool fall day in a park. A barn swallow 
spreads its wings and flies away. The bird is 
beginning a long journey south. It will travel 
thousands of miles to reach a warm place 
where it can find lots of food during winter. 
In early spring, the barn swallow will begin 
its long flight home.

Look inside to discover more about what 
barn swallows do in winter, including  
where they travel and the amazing ways 
they survive.
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It’s a fall day in a park.

A barn swallow sits on 
a tree branch.

Soon it will start a long 
journey.

Barn Swallows
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Some barn 
swallows build 

nests inside barns. 
This is how they got 

their name.
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The little bird flies south 
for the winter. Why?

In winter, there is little 
food in northern parts  
of the world.

In the south, it is 
warmer.

There is more food.
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Barn 
swallows eat 

insects, such as 
grasshoppers. 
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Learn More Online
To learn more about barn swallows, visit  

www.bearportpublishing.com/InWinterWhereDoTheyGo?

About the Author
J. Clark Sawyer lives in Connecticut. She has 

edited and written many books about history, 
science, and nature for children.

Crewe, Sabrina, and 
Malcolm Ellis. �The Swallow. 
�Austin, TX: Raintree Steck-
Vaughn (1997).

Nelson, Robin. �Migration (First 
Step Nonfiction: Discovering 
Nature’s Cycles). �Minneapolis, 
MN: Lerner (2011). 

Read More

babies  20–21
fall  4
feathers  15, 22
food  6–7, 12, 21, 22

migrate  6, 8–9, 10–11, 16–17
nests  5, 19, 21, 22
north  6, 16–17
south  6, 8, 20

spring  16, 19
summer  11, 20, 22
winter  6, 10–11, 12, 

15, 22

Index

24



[Intentionally Left Blank]



by J. Clark Sawyer

B
a

rn
 S

w
a

llo
w

s
S

aw
yer

It’s a cool fall day in a park. A barn swallow 
spreads its wings and flies away. The bird is 
beginning a long journey south. It will travel 
thousands of miles to reach a warm place 
where it can find lots of food during winter. 
In early spring, the barn swallow will begin 
its long flight home.

Look inside to discover more about what 
barn swallows do in winter, including  
where they travel and the amazing ways 
they survive.

Barn Swallows

Little Brown Bats

Monarch Butterflies

Thirteen-Lined Ground Squirrels

Timber Rattlesnakes

Wood Frogs


