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Rocks that are lying on the ground might look gray 
and boring. If you zoom in on them with a microscope, 
though, you will see lots of colorful little pieces. 
Look inside to find out how these tiny pieces—called 
minerals—make up all the rocks on Earth. You’ll also get 
a look at new cars, ancient gold coins, and sparkling 
rubies, emeralds, and diamonds—since all of these are 
made up of minerals from rocks, too.  
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There are thousands of different 
kinds of rocks on Earth.

They can be many different colors.

Some look dull, while others look 
sparkly.

Why do rocks look so different 
from one another?

Let’s find out—what are all those 
rocks made of?

Let’s Look  
at Rocks



5

El Capitan is 
a giant rock in 

Yosemite National 
Park in California. It is 
made of a kind of rock 

called granite.

El Capitan

What words would 
you use to describe the 

granite rock in El Capitan?
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From a distance, the granite rock 
in El Capitan looks gray.

If you stand close to the rock, 
though, it looks speckled with 
black, gray, and white. 

If you looked at the rock through 
a powerful microscope, you could 
see even more. 

You would see that the rock is 
made of billions of tiny grains.

Each grain is made of a substance 
called a mineral.

Made of Minerals

El Capitan from a distance
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Each of  
the mineral 

grains in this picture 
is actually smaller 

than a grain of 
sand. 

granite rock up close

granite rock seen through 
a powerful microscope

mineral 
grains
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Ellen Lawrence lives in the United Kingdom. Her favorite 
books to write are those about nature and animals. In 
fact, the first book Ellen bought for herself, when she 

was six years old, was the story of a gorilla named Patty 
Cake that was born in New York’s Central Park Zoo. 
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