
Places that are filled with history are also 

thought to be filled with ghosts. If that is true, 

then Washington, D.C.—a city that dates back to 

the earliest days of the United States of America—is 

surely one of the most haunted cities in the country. Within 

this book, you will visit eleven of the most haunted spots in 

America’s capital and come across some of its most famous ghosts. 

Among them are a former president who never left the White 

House, a vice president who still hurries to his office in the Capitol 

building, and a First Lady who has found a quiet and peaceful 

home—years after her death. 
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Places that are filled with history are also thought to be 
filled with ghosts. If that is true, then Washington, D.C.— 
a city that dates back to the earliest days of the United 
States of America—is surely one of the most haunted 
cities in the country. 
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In this book, you will visit eleven of the most haunted spots 
in America’s capital and come across some of its most 
famous ghosts. Among them are a former president who 
never left the White House, a vice president who still hurries 
to his office in the Capitol building, and a First Lady 
who has found a quiet and peaceful home—years after 
her death. Don’t be scared when you meet these spirits, 
however. Instead, think of them as guides into America’s 
colorful and exciting past. 
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The White House, Lincoln Bedroom

The White House is the home of the United States’ elected 

leader—the president. For this reason, it is sometimes called 

“the people’s house.” Should it also be called “the people’s 

haunted house”? After all, many ghosts are said to be found 

there.

Lincoln’s Ghosts

The White House



7

The most famous ghosts to haunt the White 
House belong to the Lincoln family. In the 
winter of 1862, while Abraham Lincoln was 
serving as president, his eleven-year-old son 
Willie became ill with typhoid and died shortly 
afterward. Both President Lincoln and his wife, 
Mary, were filled with grief. Mary, who had a 
strong belief in spirits, soon arranged several séances so  
she could try to contact her son. Less than a year later, she 
began to see him at night, standing at the foot of her bed. 

In April 1865, about three years after Willie’s death, President 
Lincoln was shot and killed while attending a play at Ford’s 
Theatre in downtown Washington, D.C. Since then, his ghost 
has been seen inside the White House many times. Most 
often, it is spotted in a room that was once Lincoln’s office. 

Years after Lincoln’s death, a bed and other pieces of 
furniture belonging to the Lincolns were brought in to 
Lincoln’s old office. The room became known from that time 
on as the Lincoln Bedroom. It was a place for very important 
guests—and, according to some visitors, one very important 
ghost—to spend the night.

The Lincoln Bedroom

Abraham Lincoln

During the 1940s, British Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill visited the White House and stayed in 
the Lincoln Bedroom. According to reports, he saw 
Lincoln’s ghost standing near the fireplace. After 
that, he asked to be moved to another room.
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