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Just how long is the world’s longest insect? A walking stick called 
Chan’s megastick is nearly as long as three new pencils placed end 
to end. This giant insect isn’t just big, it’s also a master of disguise. 
Walking sticks look so much like sticks and twigs that some animals 
can’t even tell when one is standing right next to them!

Look inside to learn more about the world’s longest insects, including 
what they eat, where they live, and the surprising ways the giant 
insects stay safe from animals that are even bigger than they are.
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The Longest 
Insect

It is nearly as long as three new 
pencils placed end to end.

Chan’s megastick is the longest 
insect in the world.
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Chan’s megastick can grow 
up to 22 inches (56 cm) 
long, from the tip of the front 
legs to the end of its body.
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Big Twigs
Chan’s megastick belongs to a group  
of insects called walking sticks. 

There are more than 3,000 different 
kinds of walking sticks in the world. 

Most of them are between 1.5 and  
12 inches (4 and 30 cm) long.

Chan’s megastick is the longest  
walking stick of all.

All walking sticks have 
thin, twig-like bodies.
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giant
walking stick
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