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In 2004, The Rock was pro wrestling’s biggest superstar. Then 
he left the WWE to become a full-time actor. Seven years later, 
on November 20, 2011, he returned to the ring and joined 
John Cena for one of history’s greatest tag team matches. 
Did The Rock still have the power, technique, and fury that 
had once made him a champion? The world was about 
to find out! Get into the ring with this wrestling superstar 
as you follow an amazing career that includes wrestling 
championships as well as starring roles in numerous movies. 
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In 2004, The Rock was pro wrestling’s biggest 

superstar. Then he left the WWE to become an actor. 

Seven years later, on November 20, 2011, he returned to 

the ring. For his return, The Rock joined 12‑time World 

Champion John Cena for one of history’s greatest tag 
team matches.

From 1996 to 2004, The 
Rock was one of the WWE’s 
greatest wrestlers. During 
that time, he won nearly 
every major WWE title. 

The Rock
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To defeat the powerful opposing duo—The Miz 

and R‑Truth—The Rock would need to rely on his old 

wrestling skills. Did he still have the power, technique, 

and fury that had once made him a champion? The 

world was about to find out!

John Cena (left) and The Rock (right) in the ring
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As a child, The Rock was known by his real name, 

Dwayne Johnson. Dwayne was born on May 2, 1972, in 

Hayward, California. However, he didn’t live there for 

very long.

Hayward is a city of more than 
140,000 people. It is located in 
Northern California.

Pacific 
Ocean
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Dwayne’s father, Rocky Johnson, was a pro wrestler. 

To earn a living, Rocky had to move from place to 

place. He wrestled in different areas of the country, 

taking his family with him. By the time Dwayne started 

kindergarten, he had already lived in five different states.

Rocky Johnson  
in 2011

Rocky Johnson 
wasn’t the only pro 

wrestler in Dwayne’s 
family. Dwayne’s 

grandfather Peter 
Maivia had also been a 
wrestling champion in 
the 1960s and 1970s.



Bibliography

Index

Learn More Online

Read More

24

Canadian Football League   
10

Cena, John  4–5, 16, 18, 20

Hayward, California  6, 22

Intercontinental 
Championships  12

Johnson, Rocky  7, 8–9, 11, 
12, 20

Journey 2: The Mysterious 
Island  15

Maivia, Peter  7

Maivia, Rocky  13

Mankind  13

Miz, The  5, 16–17, 18–19

Mummy Returns, The  14

People’s Elbow  19, 22

Race to Witch Mountain  14

Rock Bottom  22

R‑Truth  5, 16–17, 18

Scorpion King, The  14

Sharpshooter  13, 18, 22

Spinebuster  19

Triple H  12

University of Miami  10–11, 
22

WWE  4, 11, 12–13, 17, 21

WWE Championship  13, 14

To learn more about The Rock , visit  
www.bearportpublishing.com/WrestlingsToughGuys

Gorman, Jacqueline Laks. 
Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson. 
Pleasantville, NY: Gareth 
Stevens (2008). 

Orr, Tamra. Day by Day with 
Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson. 
Hockessin, DE: Mitchell Lane 
(2012).

West, Tracey. Race to 
the Rumble #1. New York: 
Grosset & Dunlap (2011).

Hughes, Zondra. “The Rock Talks About Race, Wrestling And Women.” Ebony (July 2001).

The Rock with Joe Layden. The Rock Says . . . The Most Electrifying Man in 
Sports‑Entertainment. New York: Avon Books (2000).

WWE.com



[Intentionally Left Blank]



THE ROCK
Sand

ler

by Michael Sandler

JOHN CENA
RANDY ORTON

THE ROCK
TRIPLE H

In 2004, The Rock was pro wrestling’s biggest superstar. Then 
he left the WWE to become a full-time actor. Seven years later, 
on November 20, 2011, he returned to the ring and joined 
John Cena for one of history’s greatest tag team matches. 
Did The Rock still have the power, technique, and fury that 
had once made him a champion? The world was about 
to find out! Get into the ring with this wrestling superstar 
as you follow an amazing career that includes wrestling 
championships as well as starring roles in numerous movies. 


