


[Intentionally Left Blank]



by Jacqueline A. Ball

Consultant: Adrienne Greve, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, City and Regional Planning Department
California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, California

BEARPORT

PUBLISHING

New York, New York



Credits

Cover and Title Page, © age fotostock/SuperStock; 5, © Arne Trautmann/iStockphoto; 6-7, © Ted Aljibe/AFP/
Getty Images; 7, © Brian Snyder/Reuters/Landov; 8-9, © Robert Sorbo/Reuters/Landov; 10T, © Imaginechina

via AP Images; 10M, © G. Bowater/Corbis; 10B, © Peter Horree/Alamy; 11, © AP Images/Angela Rowlings; 12, ©
Peter Scholey/Alamy; 13, © Armin Weigel/dpa/Landov; 14, © Paul Hill/Alamy; 15, © Steve Parsons/PA Photos/
Landov; 16-17, © Mitchell Funk/Photographer’s Choice/Getty Images; 18-19, © Tim Post/Minnesota Public Radio;
20, © Reuters/Landov; 21, © Mario Tama/Getty Images; 23, © John Cogill/Bloomberg News/Landov; 24, ©
Marcelo Rudini/Alamy; 25, © PTT Medical/Newscom; 26, © Ryan McGinnis/Alamy; 27, © Jeffrey Blackler/Alamy;
28L, © Image Source Pink/Alamy; 28R, © Oramstock/Alamy; 29, © Jim Wright/Star Ledger/Corbis; 30, © Jaren
Jai Wicklund/Shutterstock.

Publisher: Kenn Goin

Senior Editor: Lisa Wiseman
Creative Director: Spencer Brinker
Photo Researcher: Lindsay Blatt

®

The Going Green series is
printed on recycled paper.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Ball, Jacqueline A.
Traveling green / by Jacqueline A. Ball.
p. cm. — (Going green)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN-13: 978-1-59716-964-6 (library binding : alk. paper)
ISBN-10: 1-59716-964-1 (library binding : alk. paper)
1. Travel—Environmental aspects—IJuvenile literature. 2. Transportation—Environmental aspects—Juvenile literature. I. Title.
G156.5.E58B33 2010
790.1'8—dc22
2009019836

Copyright © 2010 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced in whole or
in part, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or
otherwise, without written permission from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 101 Fifth Avenue, Suite 6R, New York, New York 10003.
Printed in the United States of America.

10987654321



T

~__Contents

Ready, Set—Go Green! ..., 4
Quickand Dirty ..o e 6
Leanerand Greener............ooiiiiiiiiiiinnnn.. 8
The Need for Speed..........ccoiiiiiiiiii., 10
PluggedIn ... e 12
Gas from the Garden...............cooiiiiinntt, 14
City Travel. ... e 16
French-FriedRide ...t 18
Heavy Duty ... i i 20
Green Light for LightRail ........................ 22
JusttheFacts ... s 24
HowtoHelp......ooiiiiii e 30
Learn More Online .......coiiiiiiiiiiii i 30
GloSSaArY . v ittt e ittt e 31
INdeX o i 32
Bibliography ... e e 32
Read More .. .o e i e 32

Aboutthe AUthor. ...t e e e e enns 32




Ready, Set—Go Green!

In today’s world, people are always on the go.
Whether a trip covers a thousand miles (km) or a few
blocks, it requires energy. Not all energy is the same,
though. The kind of energy that comes from the sun or
wind, for example, is renewable—it will never run out.
The kind of energy that powers most cars, however, is
nonrenewable. [t comes from fossil fuels such as oll
and gas. Once people use up Earth’s supply of these
fuels, they can't be replaced. Burning these fuels also
pollutes the air and releases harmful greenhouse gases,
such as carbon dioxide, that contribute to global
warming. If Earth’s climate warms up too quickly, the
homes of some kinds of plants and animals could be
damaged or destroyed.

To protect the planet and preserve energy resources,
people need to use more sustainable methods of
travel—transportation that is less

Greenest to Least Green
Methods of Travel

wasteful, cleaner, and depends
more on renewable energy. In other
words, people need to travel green.

Carpooling

Airplanes; cars carrying
only one passenger




Traveling by means that don't

involve engines, such as
walking, hiking, biking, and skating,
are the greenest ways to go short
distances. They are also the healthiest!




Quick and Dirty

More than four billion people travel by air every year.
Planes are the fastest type of transportation, but they're
also the worst for the environment. Flying pumps out more
pounds (kg) of carbon dioxide per person than almost
any other form of travel. Air travel also releases more
greenhouse gases higher up in the atmosphere than other
forms of travel, which scientists believe speeds up global

warming faster than pollution on the ground.

In the United

States, two-thirds
of all oil that's used goes
toward powering vehicles.




Experts say people should travel by train or bus instead
of by air whenever possible. Trains are four to ten times
less polluting than planes, mostly because they require
much less power to move. Buses are also a greener way
to travel than planes, with better engine technology and
new fuels making them cleaner all the time.

Airports around the world,
such as this one in Boston,
Massachusetts, are usually
full of travelers.
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Going*

In today’s world, people are always on the go. Whether a trip
covers a thousand miles or a few blocks, it requires energy. A lot

of the energy used for travel comes from fossil fuels, such as oil

and gas, which will one day be exhausted. In addition, burning
these fuels pollutes the air and releases harmful greenhouse
gases that can contribute to global warming. To protect the
planet, people need to use sustainable methods of travel as much
as possible—transportation that is energy efficient, nonpolluting,
and uses renewable energy. In other words, people need to travel
green. Look inside to find out the surprising steps people are
taking to travel in ways that conserve Earth’s precious resources
and help protect the planet.
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