
by Joyce Markovics

 AnimalTowns_COVS*.indd   4 6/4/09   10:07:10 AM



[Intentionally Left Blank]



by Joyce Markovics

Consultant: Brian V. Brown 
Curator, Entomology Section 

Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County

1864_HoneybeesComb_FNL.indd   11864_HoneybeesComb_FNL.indd   11864_HoneybeesComb_FNL.indd   11864_HoneybeesComb_FNL.indd   11864_HoneybeesComb_FNL.indd   11864_HoneybeesComb_FNL.indd   11864_HoneybeesComb_FNL.indd   11864_HoneybeesComb_FNL.indd   11864_HoneybeesComb_FNL.indd   11864_HoneybeesComb_FNL.indd   11864_HoneybeesComb_FNL.indd   1 6/15/09   4:24:56 PM6/15/09   4:24:56 PM6/15/09   4:24:56 PM6/15/09   4:24:56 PM6/15/09   4:24:56 PM6/15/09   4:24:56 PM6/15/09   4:24:56 PM6/15/09   4:24:56 PM6/15/09   4:24:56 PM



Library of Congress Cataloging‑in‑Publication Data

Markovics, Joyce L. 
  The honey bee’s hive : a thriving city / by Joyce Markovics. 
       p. cm. —  (Spectacular animal towns) 
  Includes bibliographical references and index. 
  ISBN‑13: 978‑1‑59716‑867‑0 (library binding) 
  ISBN‑10: 1‑59716‑867‑X (library binding) 
 1.  Honeybee—Juvenile literature.  I. Title. II. Title: Honeybee’s hive. 
  QL568.A6M523 2010 
  595.79’9—dc22 
                                                            2009011295

Copyright © 2010 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
in whole or in part, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without written permission from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 101 Fifth Avenue, Suite 6R, New York, New York 10003. 
Printed in the United States of America.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Credits

Cover and Title Page, © Dwight Kuhn/Dwight Kuhn Photography; 4L, © Nancy Hoyt Belcher/Grant Heilman 
Photography; 4R, © Seleznev Valery/Shutterstock; 5T, © Milena/Shutterstock; 5B, © Phil Hawkins/Bloomberg 
News/Landov; 6, © Kirsanov/Shutterstock; 7T, © Dana Milstead/iStockphoto; 7B, © Bilderbox/age fotostock; 
9, © Christopher Badzioch/iStockphoto; 10, © James Robinson/Animals Animals Enterprises; 11, © James H. 
Robinson/Photo Researchers, Inc.; 12, © Lena Untidt/Bonnier Publications/Photo Researchers, Inc.; 13, © Mark 
Moffett/Minden Pictures; 14, © Dennis Whitehead/Corbis; 15, © Dr. Edward Ross/Visuals Unlimited/Corbis; 
16, © Michael Maloney/San Francisco Chronicle/Corbis; 17, © Sinclair Stammers/Photo Researchers, Inc.; 18T, © 
Maria Zorn/Animals Animals Enterprises; 18B, © Kim Taylor/NPL/Minden Pictures; 19, © Dwight Kuhn/Dwight 
Kuhn Photography; 20, © John Mason/Ardea; 21T, © Kim Taylor/NPL/Minden Pictures; 21B, © Oxford Scientific/
Photollibrary; 22, © Charles Melton/Visuals Unlimited/Getty Images; 23T, © Kenneth W. Fink/Photo Researchers, 
Inc.; 23B, © Donald Specker/Animals Animals Enterprises; 24, © age fotostock/SuperStock; 25, © Maryann 
Frazier/Photo Researchers, Inc.; 26, © Dan Ocampo/San Francisco Chronicle; 27, © age fotostock/SuperStock; 28, 
© Simon Smith/iStockphoto; 29T, © Premaphotos/Alamy; 29B, © Raymond Mendez/Animals Animals Enterprises; 
31, © Dark Raptor/Shutterstock.

Publisher: Kenn Goin 
Senior Editor: Lisa Wiseman 
Creative Director: Spencer Brinker 
Design: Dawn Beard Creative 
Photo Researcher: Amy Dunleavy



Contents



California’s almond trees were in full bloom in February 

2006. Joe Traynor and his team stood under them ready to 

work. They had more than one million wooden boxes filled 

with 40 billion buzzing honey bees. Soon, the bees would 

zoom out of the boxes and begin their important work. In 

just 22 days, they would pollinate 600,000 acres (242,811 

hectares) of almond trees!

 Release the Honey Bees

The buzzing sound that 

bees make is caused by 

their rapidly beating wings.

An almond orchard 
in California

A honey bee
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Joe used to be a beekeeper. Now, he works with almond 

growers to make sure they get enough bees to pollinate 

their trees at the right time. Through his work, Joe has been 

able to see firsthand how honey bees live.

After the flowers on an almond tree 
are pollinated, they will eventually 
shed their pink and white petals 
and turn into almonds, which are 
what the seeds of the fruit of the 
almond tree are called.

This beekeeper is unloading bees in an almond orchard in California. 

5



Due to a decreasing number of honey bees 

in the wild, more than half of the honey 

bees in the United States are raised by 

beekeepers. They are kept for the honey 

they make and their ability to pollinate the 

plants that people grow for food.  

Honey bees are insects that live in hives. Just as many 

people live and work in a city, up to 50,000 honey bees live 

and work in a hive. This home is made up of a honeycomb, 

which bees build inside hollow trees, on tree branches, in 

holes in the ground, or in beekeepers’ wooden boxes. 

 Honey Bee Town

Beekeepers wear 
special clothing to 
protect themselves from 
stinging honey bees. 
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Honeycombs are built using beeswax that the insects 

make from special glands in their bodies. The bees chew 

the wax to shape it into thousands of tiny rooms called 

cells. These rooms are used in many different ways. For 

example, cells in the center of the hive hold baby bees. 

The outer rooms store food.

Honey bees made this 
hive inside a beekeepers’ 
wooden box.

The cells in a 
honeycomb each 
have six sides. 
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TThhhhheee HHHHHHoooonnneeyy BBeee’’ss HHiive
AAAAAA TThhriivviinng CCiittyy

The Honey Bee’s Hive
A Thriving City

The Ant’s Nest
A Huge, Underground City

In the complex, busy world of the honey bee’s hive, the 
little insects that live there work nonstop. Some of the bees 
care for the young while others are responsible for cleaning 
the hive. Many go out each morning to collect the bees’ 
favorite foods—nectar and pollen. At the center of this 
small world is the queen bee. She is the only one that can 
lay eggs, which she does every day. Under her direction, the 
hive thrives. Look inside to find out more about this busy 
world—and why it is so important to humans.
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