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A Fast Killer
Through the hot African forest, a slender snake slithers 

along the ground. It holds its head high above the 

forest floor as it searches for something to eat. 

Suddenly, it spots some hikers and hides behind a 

rock. The hikers, unaware of the danger, walk too 

close to the rock. The scared snake hisses loudly, 

spreads its narrow hood, and flicks its forked 

tongue in and out. Then, with lightning speed, it 

strikes and bites one of them on the head. 

A bite from this snake, a black mamba, is one of 

the deadliest in the world. Within minutes, the 

hiker’s head swells and he’s unable to see or 

talk. Without special medicine, he’ll die within 

as little as 15 minutes.

Black mambas are the world’s 

fastest snakes, slithering at 

speeds of up to 12.5 miles per hour 

(20 kph). They live in parts of central 

and southern Africa. They can usually 

be found moving over grassy or rocky 

ground and through low tree branches.
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A black mamba
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The Killer’s Colors
The black mamba is actually not black. Its body can 

be brown, gray, or dark green. The word black in the 

snake’s name refers to the color inside its mouth. 

This purplish black can easily be seen when the 

snake opens its mouth to hiss.

The black mamba’s body colors blend in with the 

surroundings when the snake is on the ground. 

When in a tree, its long, thin body looks like a 

branch. Blending in helps the black mamba stay 

hidden from its enemies and sneak up on its prey.

black mouth
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The black mamba is the largest 

snake in Africa. Most adults are 8 to 10 

feet (2.4 to 3 m) long. The biggest one found, 

however, measured 14 feet (4.2 m). The black 

mamba’s body, though, is very thin—only about 

the width of an adult’s thumb.
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Nancy White has written many science and nature books 

for children. She lives in a small town near New York City, 

in the Hudson River Valley.
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Black Mambas
Sudden Death! 

Coral Snakes
Beware the Colors!

Death Adders
Super Deadly!

Diamondback Rattlers
America’s Most Venomous Snakes!

Fer-de-lance
Master Killer!

King Cobras
The Biggest Venomous Snakes of All!

The black mamba is the world’s fastest snake. It strikes 

with lightning speed—and rarely misses. Just two drops of 

venom from this lethal creature is enough to kill a human. 

Oddly enough, the black mamba isn’t actually black, except 

for the inside of its mouth . . . a place that no one should 

ever want to see! If you dare, enter the dangerous world of 

these killer reptiles and learn all about their dark secrets.
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