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Surprise!Surprise!
Uh-oh! A horned lizard sees trouble.

A hungry coyote is coming near.

Closer, closer . . .

The lizard shuts its eyes tight, then—
squirt!

It shoots blood out of its eyes, straight 
into the coyote’s mouth!

The shocked coyote yelps and turns 
away.

The lizard is safe!
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Shooting blood is 
a weird way to fight off 
enemies, but it works! 

Horned lizards spray the 
blood out of the corners 
of their eyes. If they need 

to, they can shoot over 
and over again.
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Unlucky DogsUnlucky Dogs
Horned lizards don’t squirt blood at 
just anyone.

They save this trick for canine 
enemies, such as coyotes, foxes, 
wolves, and dogs.

The lizards’ blood tastes horrible to 
these creatures, though it doesn’t 
bother other kinds of animals at all.

The blood doesn’t 
hurt the canines. It 

just grosses them out! 
After they’re squirted, 

canines shake their heads 
and rub their faces in the 

grass, trying to get rid 
of the terrible taste.
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Watch out! Bloody horned lizards have a really 

gross way of staying safe. When in danger, they 

squirt blood from the corners of their eyes. The blood 

doesn’t kill, but it sure tastes awful. Look inside 

to fi nd many more fascinating facts about 

these bloody creatures!

Bloody Horned Lizards

Deadly Poison Dart Frogs

Disgusting Hagfish 

Prickly Porcupines

Smelly Skunks

Tricky Opossums
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