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Pretty ColorsPretty Colors
Butterflies are flying insects with large, 
pretty wings.

They can be different sizes and colors.

Some butterflies are yellow, like butter.

That may be how the insects got their 
name.

There are more 

than 18,000 kinds 

of butterf lies.
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A Butterfly ’s A Butterfly ’s 
BodyBody
Like all insects, butterflies have six legs 
and two antennas.

They use their antennas for smelling 
and their legs for walking.

They also do something unusual with 
their two front feet.

They use them to taste their food!

Butterf lies and all 

other insects have a 

hard covering called an 

exoskeleton. The exoskeleton 

protects the soft inner parts 

of an insect’s body.

1511_Butterflies_FNL.indd   6 11/8/07   11:54:38 AM



antennas

legs 7

1511_Butterflies_FNL.indd   7 11/7/07   11:22:15 AM



24

To learn more about butterflies, visit 

www.bearportpublishing.com/NoBackbone-Insects
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Beautiful Butterflies 

Bloodthirsty Mosquitoes 

Deadly Praying Mantises 

Helpful Ladybugs 

Hidden Walkingsticks 

Hungry Cockroaches 

Killer Bees 

Leaping Grasshoppers 

Smelly Stink Bugs 

Speedy Dragonflies 

How are butterflies able to taste their food without 

putting it in their mouths? They stand on the food and 

taste it using their feet! Look inside to discover more 

fascinating facts about these colorful creatures.
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