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Stopping a Killer
More than 50 years ago, a mystery puzzled 

American wildlife officials. The bald eagle population 
was dropping sharply throughout the United States. No 
one could figure out why.

A bald eagle is not 
bald. In Old English, 
balde means white.
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Then a bird lover named Charles Broley made a 
discovery. While studying bald eagles in Florida in the 
1940s and 1950s, he noticed that there were fewer young 
birds each year. Broley believed that the problem was due 
to a chemical called DDT. Could anything be done to 
save the eagles?

Charles Broley

Bald eagles live only in North America. 
They are found in every state in the 
United States except Hawaii.
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A Better Past
Life was not always so bad for bald eagles. In the 

1600s, between 250,000 and 500,000 bald eagles flew 
freely in North America. Native Americans praised the 
bird for its beauty. They admired its speed and strength. 
They respected its keen eyesight and hunting skills. 

A bald eagle in the sky can see a 
rabbit on the ground from two miles 
(3.2 km) away. From high in the air, 
it can spot a fish under water.

A bald eagle uses its speed and 
sharp claws to catch food.

6
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After the United States became a nation in 1776, 
Americans continued to honor the bald eagle. In 1782, it 
was named the national bird. The eagle appeared on U.S. 
coins and bills. It became a symbol of freedom for America. 
So how did things turn so bad for this special bird?

The bald eagle appears on U.S. paper 
money and even on passports.
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Was it too late to save the bald eagle? More than 50 years ago, the eagle 
population began dropping sharply throughout the United States. No 
one could figure out why. Then a bird lover named Charles Broley made 
a discovery. He found that the problem was due to a deadly chemical 
called DDT. Would people find a way to help the bald eagle survive?
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