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A Day Unlike Any Other

On the evening of May 6, 1937, passengers on the
airship Hindenburg were getting ready to land. The weather
was clearing over the air station at Lakehurst, New Jersey.
Captain Max Pruss had just announced that they would

soon be on the ground.

e




Five hundred feet (152 m) below, a crowd of people
waited to greet the passengers. The travelers had flown
all the way from Germany. Newspaper reporters scribbled
notes. Photographers pointed their cameras to the sky and
snapped pictures. The landing of the world’s largest airship

was big news! People did not know they were about to

witness a terrible tragedy.

At 804 feet (245 m) long, the
Hindenburg was one of the two
largest airships ever built. Its
sister ship, the Graf-Zeppelin I,
was the same size.

. Inthe 1930s, a one-way ticket on
the Hindenburg from Frankfurt,
Germany, to Lakehurst, New Jersey,
cost $400. In today’s dollar, this trip
would be more than $5,200.




Why Airships Can Fly

The Hindenburg was not the first airship used for
passenger travel. On July 2, 1900, Ferdinand von Zeppelin
tlew five people on the LZ-1.

Zeppelin understood that airships could fly because
they are filled with gases that are lighter than air. Most
airships use helium. The Hindenburg, however, was filled

with an even lighter gas called hydrogen.

The first passenger airship,
the LZ-1, floats over Lake .
Constance, Germany. " Airships are sometimes called

zeppelins in honor of the man
who invented them, Ferdinand
von Zeppelin.




The Zeppelin Company began building the Hindenburg
in 1931. It was so big that it took five years to complete.
Finally, on May 6, 1936, the Hindenburg lifted off the

ground in Germany. It was making its first trip to America.

A hangar is a storage place for aircraft. A'special
one was built for the Hindenburg-=This airship ==
was too big tofitin'a'regularairport hangar."
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€611 you want to travel in a beautiful way
your first choice has to be a zeppelin.”

—Eugen Bentele, Hindenburg mechanic



Index

Adelt, Leonhard 21 Lakehurst, New Jersey 4-5,
air station 4 8-9, 15, 2627, 28
Lau, Helmut 13
Bain, Addison 23 Lehmann, Ernst 17
Bentele, Eugen 7 LZ-1 6
Berlin, Germany 24
bow 9,13, 18 map 8
memorial 26
cabins 11 mooring mast 18

Morrison, Herbert 10, 16-17

Doehner, Irene 22
Navy Lakehurst Historical
floating hotel 10-11 Society 26
Frankfurt, Germany 5, 8 New York City 8-9
Franz, Werner 8-9, 14-15, 18-19,
27,29 propaganda 25
Pruss, Captain Max 4, 13, 24

Goodyear Blimp 26
Groezinger, Alfred 29 Rosendahl, Charles 28

ground crew 12, 17, 20-21
sabotage 25

helium 6, 24-25 stern 13, 18

Hindenburg, Paul von 12

Hitler, Adolf 25 Zeppelin, Ferdinand von 6, 28
hydrogen 6, 13, 22, 24 Zeppelin Company 7, 25, 28-29

About the Author

Aaron Feigenbaum is an anthropologist, editor,
and children’s book author. He currently divides
his time between the Connecticut coast
and the Hawaiian surf.






The Hindenberg hovered in the sky over Lakehurst, New Jersey. Five
hundred feet (152 m) below, a large group waited to greet the passengers.
Newspaper reporters scribbled notes. Photographers snapped pictures.

The crowd of people had gathered to watch the landing of the world’s
biggest airship. Instead, they saw the Hindenburg burst into flames and
begin to fall. Passengers jumped out of the ball of fire while burning
parts of the ship flew everywhere. The terrible event was captured by the
" voice of a stunned radio announcer. It would become an unforgettable
broadcast—and one of the most famous disasters in the history of air

travel.
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