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For most children, Halloween is the time to go
trick-or-treating. For Bethany Hamilton, it was a
chance to catch the perfect wave.

Surfing was Bethany’s passion. The 13-year-old
girl had plenty of talent. Each night she dreamed of
becoming a pro surfer.

Halloween
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Bethany Hamilton



So at sunrise on October 31, 2003, Bethany was
already at the beach. She pushed her board into the
surf. Floating in the crystal-clear Hawaiian water, she
let her left arm dangle below the surface. Bethany
was waiting for the next wave.

Instead, out of nowhere, came a giant gray blur.
Bethany felt a tug. The water turned red with blood.

5

A tiger shark

Bethany was attacked
by a tiger shark that
was about 14 feet 
(4 m) long. Tiger
sharks are the most
dangerous sharks in
Hawaiian waters.



If anyone was born to surf, it was Bethany
Hamilton. She jokes that she was born with salt
water in her veins. In fact, Bethany grew up in a
family of surfers. Her parents loved the sport so
much that they moved to Hawaii and never left. The
waves for surfing there were just too good.

A Family of Surfers

6

Bethany’s parents

Tom HamiltonCheri Hamilton



Surfers need waves to propel
them across the water. Around the
islands of Hawaii there are plenty of
waves. They are often very big, too.
So Hawaii is the place to be for
surfers. People have been surfing in
the area for more than 1,000 years.
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A surfer riding a huge wave in Hawaii

Bethany was born in
Hawaii. She was just five
years old when she first
started surfing.
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At sunrise on October 31,

2003, Bethany pushed her

surfboard into the ocean.

Floating in the crystal-clear

Hawaiian water, Bethany

waited for the next big wave.

Instead, out of nowhere, came a giant tiger

shark. Bethany felt a tug. The water turned red

with blood. Bethany was rushed to the

hospital. She had lost an arm. Yet even this

serious injury couldn’t stop Bethany from

giving up her dreams—and helping others

follow their own.
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