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A Rock Shop Surprise
Jack Horner wandered through a tiny Montana rock 

shop. It was cluttered with dusty rocks and fossils 
for sale.

The owner, Marion Brandvold, knew that Jack was a 
fossil hunter. He was an expert at identifying dinosaur 
bones. She showed him some fossils she had found.

Jack Horner
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Jack stared at one of the gray bones. He couldn’t 
believe his eyes. The owner had the jawbone of a baby 
duck-billed dinosaur.

At that time, in 1978, hardly any fossils of dinosaur 
babies had been found. So scientists knew next to 
nothing about the lives of young dinosaurs. Jack had 
to find out where Marion’s fossils had come from.

Duck-billed dinosaursA duck-billed dinosaur was a large plant-eating 

dinosaur with a duck-like beak. Many types of 

duckbills once lived in North America.
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The Salad Bowl
Jack drove with Marion to a nearby cattle ranch. She 

showed him the mound of mudstone where she’d found 
the bones. Some fossil bits were lying on top. 

Jack dug into the mound. He found that the mudstone 
filled a large hole in the surrounding rock. The hole 
measured six feet (2 m) across and three feet (1 m) deep. 
To Jack, it looked like a giant stone salad bowl. 

Jack searched for baby dinosaur fossils in this area 
in northwest Montana.
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Over the next few days, Jack studied the mudstone 
from inside the bowl. He found that it held the bones of 
15 baby dinosaurs.

News of the discovery spread quickly. Jack Horner had 
dug up a dinosaur nest!

Jack dug out big chunks of mudstone 

from the dinosaur nest. He then used 

water from a hose to separate the 

fossils from the dirt and mudstone.

About 70 million years ago, a 
dinosaur made a mound of dirt and 
then dug out the center as a nest 
for her eggs. Later, mud fi lled in the 
nest and turned into stone. The baby 
dinosaurs inside turned into fossils.

The Fossils in the Nest
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Jack Horner couldn’t believe what he saw. The owner of 
a tiny Montana rock shop was showing him a small fossil. 
It was the jawbone of a baby dinosaur. Hardly any fossils of 
baby dinosaurs had ever been found.

Jack had to fi nd out where the fossil had come from. 
His search led him to whole nests of dinosaur babies and 
eggs. Yet fi nding the fossils was just the beginning. Jack’s 
discoveries would soon change how people thought about 
the way dinosaurs lived.
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