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Deep in the Gobi (GOH-bee) Desert, Mark Norell was
hunting for fossils. As he searched the dry, rocky ground,
he spotted a nest of dinosaur eggs. One egg caught his
eye. The top was worn away. Inside the shell was a tiny
dinosaur skeleton.

Mark Norell in the Gobi Desert using a pick to

uncover dinosaur eggs




Mark could hardly believe his eyes. The dinosaur
inside was not the kind he expected to see. This eqg
would change everything. A great mystery would finally
be solved.

Mark and his team were searching for dinosaurs
in an area of the Gobi Desert called Ukhaa
Tolgod, which means “brown hills.”

Dinosaurs lived in the Gobi Desert
tens of millions of years ago. Sand
and rock have preserved their eqgs
to this day.




The dinosaur egg mystery began 70 years earlier. In
1922, a team of paleontologists traveled to Mongolia.
They were led by Roy Chapman Andrews, who worked at
the American Museum of Natural History in New York City.

Andrews loved to explore new places. “I was born to
be an explorer,” he once said. '

-

-

Roy Chapman Andrews Andrews began his career at the
American Museum of Natural History

as a janitor. He said it was an honor
just to clean the floors there.




Andrews had good reason for going to Mongolia. He
wished to explore the Gobi Desert. He wanted to search
for ancient bones of people and animals.

Some scientists believed Mongolia was the home of
the first people on Earth. Andrews was eager to find out
if that was true. )

Before Andrews
searched for dinosaur
bones, he had recovered
and studied whale
skeletons. He sailed on
Japanese whaling boats
to learn more about

the animals.
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children. His book Fossil Tales won the Learning
Magazine Teachers’ Choice Award.

32




[Intentionally Left Blank]



The

cosBlh, (IRAPTOR ADVENTURE
w Mark No}‘ell and t:g Egg Thlef

Deep in the Gobi Desert, Mark Norell was hunting for
fossils. As he searched the dry, rocky ground, he spotted a
nest of dinosaur eggs. One egg caught his eye. The top was
worn away. Inside the shell was a tiny dinosaur skeleton.

Mark could hardly believe his eyes. The dinosaur inside
was not the kind he expected to see. Was it possible that -
this egg would finally solve a 70-year-old mystery? e
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