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•  Welcome to the Seashore

Why do frogs and dragonflies lay their eggs in ponds? What do tiny 
tadpoles and dragonfly nymphs feed on? And what has a mother 

duck hidden among the tall cattail stems at the edge of the pond? 
Inside this book, explore a pond ecosystem and discover how 

all the living things that make it their home depend on each 
other and their habitat for survival.
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Welcome to the Pond
Who and what lives in a pond?

This habitat is home to many 
different types of plants.

The residents of this habitat 
include frogs, turtles, ducks, and 
other animals.

Welcome to the Pond

Every living thing in 
the pond gets what 
it needs to live from 
its habitat.



5

Welcome to the PondWelcome to the Pond  
A pond is a 

type of ecosystem. 
An ecosystem includes 
all the living things in 

an area. It also includes 
non-living things such as 

water, soil, rocks, and 
sunlight. Everything in an 

ecosystem has its own 
part to play.

So let’s find out what happens in this natural neighborhood …
… welcome to the pond!
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Pond PlantsPond Plants

It’s spring, and the plants that 
live in the pond are growing new 
shoots and leaves. 

Water lilies grow in the muddy 
soil at the bottom of the pond.

They take in water and nutrients 
from the mud through their roots. 

Each water lily stem grows up to 
the surface of the pond.

At the end of the stem is a leaf, or 
lily pad, that floats on the surface.

Lily pad

A red-winged blackbird hunts 
for insects on floating lily pads.

Stems underwater



Pond PlantsPond Plants  
Water 

cabbage plants 
don’t grow in soil. 

They float on the pond 
with their roots dangling 
below the surface. The 
roots take in water and 

nutrients from the 
pond water.

In what ways are pond plants useful to 
the animals that live in the pond? 7

A water cabbage 
floating on a pond

Roots

Water cabbage
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